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Dreaming . Color

The Davide Turconi Collection of Early Cinema

Early cinema was visually inventive, marked by the excitement of discovering a new medium.
This exhibition is dedicated to a collection of more than 23,000 original nitrate clippings

of 35mm films dating from around 1897 to 1915.

One of the world's leading experts in the history of silent cinema, Davide Turconi (1911-2005)

Davide Turconi

gathered these rare frames in the 1960s from a large collection amassed by Jesuit priest
Josef-Alexis Joye (1852-1919). In the early 1900s, Joye began to collect films and incorporate
them into his lessons in Basel, Switzerland. After he left Basel in 1911, the films remained—

until Turconi found the collection decades later.

At the time of Turconi's discovery, the prints were in various stages of chemical decay.
Fearing that eventually no trace would remain of these precious films, Turconi took brief clips
(typically two or three frames) from each, thus preserving invaluable documentation of the color

techniques used at the beginning of the twentieth century.

Today, the Turconi and Joye collections are a primary source for study. The remaining complete
films in the Joye collection were eventually preserved at the British Film Institute. The Turconi
collection was acquired by the George Eastman Museum in the 1990s, and a massive digitization

project was completed after twelve years of painstaking work.

Approximately six hundred frames are reproduced here, organized into eight themes examining
different aspects of the material. genres such as travelogues, fairy tales, and magic tricks; technical
aspects including splice marks, intertitles, and color; and the sometimes beautiful decay found in
certain clippings. The motion pictures that they derive from have largely been forgotten since their
original circulation more than a century ago. Yet the frames tell us much about the visual culture of
their time, as well as the archival fate of film over the past century. The immersive visual experience

showcases these stunning examples of the colorful and dreamlike wonders of early cinema.

All works in this exhibition are digital reproductions of objects held in the collection
of the George Eastman Museum.
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